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The principal castes are Goncls (constituting 8 per cent, of the population), Koltas (n per cent.), Savaras (9 per cent.), Gahras or Ahlrs (n per cent.), and Gandas (13 per cent.). Of the sixteen zaminddri estates, ten are held by Raj Gonds; two, Rajpur and Barpali, by Chauhan Rajputs \ one, Rampur, by another Rajput; two, Borasambar and Ghens, by Binjhals; and one, Bijepur, by a Kolta. The Gond families are ancient; and their numbers seem to indicate that previous to the Oriya immigration they held possession of the country, subduing the Munda tribes who were probably there before them. A trace of the older domination of these is to be found in the fact that the Binjhal zamlndar of Borasambar still affixes the tlka to the Maharaja of Patna on his accession. Koltas are the great cultivating caste, and have the usual characteristics of frugality, industry, hunger for land, and readiness to resort to any degree of litigation rather than relinquish a supposed right to it. They strongly appreciate the advantages of irrigation, and show considerable public spirit in constructing tanks which will benefit the lands of their tenants as well as their own. The Savaras or Saonrs of Sambalpur, though a Dravidian tribe, live principally in the open country and have adopted Hindu usages. They are considered the best farm-servants and are very laborious, but rarely acquire any property. Brahmans (28,000), though not very numerous, are distinctly the leading caste in the District. The Binjhals (39,000) are probably Hinduized Baigas, and live principally in the forest tracts. Kewats (38,000), or boatmen and fishermen, are a numerous caste. The Gandas (105,000), a Dravidian tribe now performing the menial duties of the village or engaging in cotton-weaving, have strong- criminal propensities which have recently called for special measures of repression. About 78 per cent, of the population of the District are returned as dependent on agriculture. A noticeable feature of the rural life of Sambalpur is that ft&jhankar^ or village priest, is a universal and recognized village servant of fairly high status. He is nearly always a member of one of the Dravidian tribes, and his business is to conduct the worship of the local deities of the soil, crops, forests, and hills. He generally has a substantial holding, rent free, containing some of the best land in the village. It is said locally that \hejhankar is looked on as the founder of the village, and the representative of the old owners who were ousted by the Hindus. He worships on their behalf the indigenous deities, with whom he naturally possesses a more intimate acquaintance than the later immigrants; while the gods of these latter cannot be relied on to exercise a sufficient control over the works of nature in the foreign land to which they have been imported, or to ensure that the earth and the seasons will regularly perform their necessary functions in producing sustenance for mankind.